Why |

Have ong encourder with Jim and Anme
Bevis and it won't take yvou long to leam why
God would call them to a ministry of Encour-
agement. Mot only is it their passion, but it also
iz a g they both possess 1o encourage the body
of Christ. Jim and Anne are the Executive Direc-
tors of Christians Seeking Renewal (CSR) Min-

Pastors Need

walked in on ministers who were writing their
resignation letlers from ministry. | walked in on
one minister who said he was having the worst
day of his life. | walked in on another who said,
You're oo late.” | have spent from three min-
ules o two hours with each minister. | have
ahways been received courtecusly. Never have

—rayer

by ANNA GREEN

By, Tuming Point Ministries with David Jeremi-
ah, and CBN Metwork = the 700 Club.

God has continued 1o show them other
aspects of the ministry of encouragement vision
aloryg e way including:

1o function as an encouragement netwark.

iztrhes, they have boan marmed and in
theex ministry for over 44 years now. Vier-
fical magazine recently sat down 1o
speak with Jim about this new aspedt of
ministry God has called them o called
the Ministry of Encouragement.

Aciually this ministry was birthed
out of a vision Jim had in Decembar
2003 00 5o “dear to door” to the church-
&5 of America, calling on pastors and
chiurch staff and encouraging them.
They were o bless them, pray for tham
and leave a gift with them. Jim saw
them traveling the “back roads” of Amer-
ica in @ mator home, knocking on the
doors of the churches of America. (FYT,
there are approximately 300,000
churches in the United States. Appeox-
imatialy 300 churches are in the Shoals,
fri-county area of Lavderdale, Colberd,
and Franklin),

Shortly after this cafl, while dis-
cisssing this vision with some fathers in
the Gospel, one of the men said that
Jim was to start calling on churches in
the block where be lived. kMoving from
“Jerusalem, o Judea, 1o Samana and o
the ends of the eanh.” (Acts 1:8)

I the second week of January
2004, Jim began o dedicale one day
per week o calling on churches, He
began with the churches nearest his
home, Woodmont Baplist, Darby Drive
Church of Christ, St Bartholomew's

= B0% OF PASTORS WORK BETWEEM 55 AMD 75 HOURS
PERWEERK.

= A CHURCH THAT HAS FIRED A PASTOR HAS A F0%
CHAMCE OF DOING THE SAME TO THE FOLLOWING PAS-

TOR.

= THE PROFESSION OF “PASTOR" IS NEAR THE BOTTOM
O+ A 15995 SURVEY OF MOST-RESPECTED PROFESSIDNS,
JUST ABOVE “CAR SALESRIARM P

= T1%: OF THE PASTORS SAY THEY'RE HAVING PERSOMN-
AL FINAMCIAL PROBLEMS.

= 55%: OF ALL PASTORS HAYVE THOUGHT OF LEAVING THE
MINISTRY IN THE PAST 30D DAYS.

= F% OF PASTORS SAY THEY DDDN'T HAVE SOMEOMNE
THEY COMNSIDER T BE A CLOSE PERSOMAL FRIEN LY.

= 20%: OF PASTORS SAY THEY VIEW PORMOGRAPHY AT
LEAST DNCE A MOMNTH.

= | DUTOF 8 PASTORS ADMIT TO HAVING AN AFFAIR
WWHILE 1M THE MINISTRY.

* THE PASTORAL FROFESSHON HAS SURPASSED THE MED-
ICAL PROFESSION AS THE NUMBER OME “STRESS" PROD-
FESSTULMN.

= 504 OF PASTORS AND 84% OF THEIR SPDUSES FEEL
UNOJUALIFIED AND DISODURAGED 1IN THEIR ROLE AS
PASTDRS.

» 9595 OF PASTORS DO NOT REGULARLY PRAY WITH THEIR
SPOUSE.

= BOS6 OF PASTORS SURVEYED SPEMD LESS THAN 15 MiN-
UTES A DAY 1IN PRAYER.

* Fi3e SAID THE DMLY TIME THEY SPEND STUDY MG THE
WORD IS WHEN THEY ARE PREFARING THEIR SERNMIS.

= H5% SAID THEIR GREATEST PROBLEM 15 THEY ARE SICK
AND TIRED OF BEALING WiITH PROBLEM PEOPLE, SUCH
AS FLDERS, DEACDNS, WORSHIP LEADERS, WORSHIF
TEAMS, BOARD MEMBERS, AMND ASSOCEATE PASTORS.

* D)%% SAID THE MINISTREY WAS COMPLETELY DIFFER-
EMT THAM THEY THUUMGHT IT WOUNLD BE BEFORE THEY
ENTERED MINISTRY.

+ Recruiling and equipping the retired
ministers bo serve as ministers of
encouragement in their areas.

+ Producing a weekly encouragement
maaifing, which will go to Pastors they
have calied on as well as cthers who
request the mailing.

« Developing a-list-of pastoral
resources, and inks on its weisite refer-
fing pasiors o ministries addressing
their neads.

Soma of you may be questioning the
need of such a minisiry, well take a
Jook at some of the statistics we inclad:
ed and see that one couple can do
this alone! | personally was astound-
ed at the statistics | read. The one that
really gol rmy attendion was the: fact that
70% of pastors do not have a chose
friend, confidamt, or merntar; they are
going & this all alane. This is not what
God desires! This is the ime 1o soand
the alam to the body of Christ of the
great noed to encourage, pray for and
show appreciation for our minisiers.
October is Pastor or Clergy Apprecia-
fion Month and we have asked Jim to
help us equin churches and indhiciu-
il with ideas fo show apprecialion and
encourage their ministers.

For more infonmation regarding CSR
Miniziries or the Ministry of Encour-
agement, contact them al www.csr-
ministries.org, or e-mail Jim at

Episcopal, and First Cumberdand Presbyterian
Church. Since then, he has called on 203
churches in the Shoals area. Jim has personal-
Iy visited with 108 pastors and ministers simply
by making calls ene day a week, Bevis'
Jerusalern now inclides Florence, Sheffield,
Tuscurmbia, Muscle Shoals, Greenhill, Central
Heights, Littleville, Russellville and the sur-
rounding counties.

"I have had some amazing visils. | have

I been received unkindly,” said Bevis,

On the Sunday following my weskday vis-
its with pastors, Anne and | select one of the
praces | visited thal week fo visi on Sunday. We
hawve visited the Sunday maming services of 45
different churches over the last 16 months.

With each visil to these ministers, Jim
leaves a gift packet for the minister, which he
caks a Tirst ald packet” for minsters. These mate-
riaks have been supplied by Focus on the Fam-

imbevis@ceministies.cng of you can call (256)
T18-3775.

In honor of all Shoals area Pastors, Minis-
ters and their spouses, CSR and the new Shoals
Haoted are sponsoring “an Evening of Apprecia-
tion" Dinner held on October 18th. Far morna
informaticn, contact CSH minisiries. 0

* Stalistics provided by Shitoh Place Minisines



